CHAPTER 5%: TAKE CAR 
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YOU'LL DIE 
IF YOU 
DON'T! 

STOP IT, 
HARUMICHIS 


UN! 
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THERE'S 
NO NEED 
TO WORRY. 
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IT'S THE 
COPS! THE 
COPS ARE 

COMING! 
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Al we ever 
|... did was 

S trade fists 

am sincerely without ever 
happy that | actually 
met you.. talking... 










































Until the day... 
that | defeat 
you. 
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Take care... 





Hours the pas? Р-РОСТОК, 
Pl be staying 





























IF I WERE ТО SPEAK MY ММО... 


PART43 





How is everyone? From this installment onwards, l've decided to 
typeset this section. Even I can tell that my handwriting is nearly 
illegible. This'll be easier to read. | have so much to talk about so 
for now | will take a break from “Becoming a Mangaka” 


“DAI MAKES HIS DEBUT! 


Anyone who reads Monthly Shonan Champion will already 
know, but Suzuki Dai of our very own Hiroshi Family, has made 
his debut. The first thing he ever made has become his debut 
work. In baseball, that would be the equivalent of a high 
school ball player being scouted and starting in the big 
leagues. | drew at least five books before | made my debut, 
slaving, worrying and stressing, getting chewed out by editors, 
then barely making my debut. But this kid... Alright, alright, 
you! This is rare. This is great. “Dai, when you're finished (the 
book) show me first.” I've always told him that. Honestly | 
thought, “he probably has a ways to go.” 
But | was shocked when | read it. He 
already had an entire world of his own! 
| always thought that mangaka began 
by imitating others. | got my start by 
imitating sensei that | respect, such as 
Kobayashi, Makoto, Dookuman, Chiba 
Tetsuya, and Yoshida Satoshi. 
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IF | WERE TO SPEAK MY MIND... [PART44 








But Dai's comic was completely “Dai's World” and there was а sort of 
"obsession" to it. That was even more surprising. The way he drew а gun, 
his angles; through these types of things I could feel Dai's obsession. The 
artist is expressing his passion and his power directly through his work. | 
believe that any work like that will sweep up the reader into its world. 
"Th-this is incredible.” That was what | thought when | first read it. If 
there are two types of people, geniuses and hard workers, then he's a 
genius. Of course I’m a genius too, ha ha ha... In any case, sincerely con- 
gratulate you. But | do want to tell you that the hard part begins now. 
Don't get lazy. Work hard and get published. That way the next time you 
meet The Beats or Odd Bozu, you won't be "Dai of the Takahashi Family" 
but "Dai-san" (Haha). Please take the chance to read Dai's work if you can. 


Dai 
“Well shucks...” 


“WHAT ARE YOH READING THESE DAYS? 


On to another subject. am getting more and more fan letters these 
days. | can't write back, but | do read every one of them... And thank 
you. | often get asked, “What comics do you read, Takahashi-san?" I'll 
field that one right now. | really don't read other people's comics that 
much, but | am enjoying Slam Dunk a lot (I don't care for the cartoon 
though).It goes without saying that | enjoy Slam Dunk. The art suits 
me, it’s very well drawn, and so | read it every week. especially like 
Ryota. And Coach Taoga. Baki the Grappler. п that book сап feel the 
mangaka, Itagaki-san's power. It's incredible that the book doesn't 
loosen up on suspense and energy. Parasyte is another one that l'm 
always looking forward to. | want to read the next volume. The person I 
think is the field's greatest genius right now is Mochzuki Minetaro-san. 
His comics are always incredible in a number of ways. The only thing I 
can say is that he's a genius. There are other comics as well, but for now 
that's all. 


November 30th, 1994 
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